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Brexit Case Studies: Education 

 

Marie 

‘Will my French citizen daughters be entitled to study and 

receive education grants from the Northern Ireland education 

authorities after the UK leaves the EU?’ 

Marie is a French national who has lived and worked in Northern Ireland since 1989. 

Marie has two daughters. When they were born, Marie was informed that, as their 

father is Belgian, her two daughters were not entitled to British citizenship on birth. 

They are French citizens.  

 

Her eldest daughter Anna was born in Belgium; her second daughter Brigit is aged 15 

and was born in Northern Ireland. 

 

Anna is studying in Manchester University and is in receipt of a student loan and an 

education grant.  

 

‘I would like to know if Anna will be entitled to continue with post-graduate study in the 

UK or receive any education grants post-Brexit. Will Brigit will have the right to study 

in the UK, and access government financial support after 2019.’ 

 

 

Magda 

 

‘If my daughter becomes an Irish citizen - where will she stand 

in relation to student loans, or even access to jobs in Northern 

Ireland?’ 

 

Magda is a Polish national living and working in Northern Ireland. She works in a local 

NGO providing mental health counselling services to local people from ethnic minority 

backgrounds.  

 

Magda is aged between 25 – 34 years of age; in 2005 she moved to Northern Ireland 

to study and has spent periods studying and working here since that time. Although 



2 
 

she understands she is probably entitled to permanent residence, Magda was unclear 

how this is demonstrated and what proof may be required to show that she has been 

lawfully present in the UK for a continuous period of five years. 

 

Magda is concerned about her entitlement to access jobs and education on an equal 

basis with others after Brexit. She has considered whether to apply for British 

citizenship but fears that she might be rejected if she took that step. Also, it is 

expensive to do this.  

 

Magda is married to an Irish citizen and has a young daughter. ‘I am entitled to apply 

for Irish citizenship; and my daughter has dual Irish citizenship and Polish citizenship. 

Should I apply for Irish citizenship?’ she asked. 

 

‘What about my daughter’s entitlement to free education in NI in the future? Currently 

non-EU university students pay higher tuition fees than UK students; what if my 

daughter is an Irish citizen - where will she stand in relation to student loans, or even 

access to jobs in Northern Ireland?’ 

 

Magda has a primary and masters degree in psychology and a professional 

qualification in psychotherapy. She completed her education in Northern Ireland and 

while her qualifications are currently recognised in the EU, she doesn’t know whether 

this will be the case post-Brexit.  

 

‘I need appropriate information. Where can I turn to for help?’ 

 

‘It felt like I had been hit by a hammer when I realised the result of the referendum. I 

could not believe it. It felt personal to me. I used to want to apply for UK citizenship 

because I felt equal and welcome here. Now that I may be forced to apply, I feel 

differently about it. I did not come to live and work in NI in the knowledge that I would 

be treated like this. Before, being a Polish national and EU citizen was part of my 

identity, however it has changed over the years living in NI.’ 

 

Magda said that after the referendum vote, there was an unpleasant atmosphere and 

she was aware of negative comments about EU migrants. While this has since 

improved, she is deeply affected by the negative stereotypical ideas about EU 

nationals shared by many local people or repeated in the press. She and her husband 

have toyed with the idea of moving away from Northern Ireland completely and starting 

again in a country such as Canada. 
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Judit 

‘Will my daughter be able to come to Northern Ireland to live 

with me after she finishes her studies in Hungary post-Brexit?’ 

Judit is a Hungarian national who came to live and work in Northern Ireland in January 

2017. Judit’s daughter Zoe has remained in Hungary where she is undertaking a 4-

year university degree course. 

 

 ‘My daughter Zoe is studying in Hungary. After Brexit, will Zoe be entitled to come 

and live with me in Northern Ireland when she completes her studies in 2021? What 

will the rules be then? Will there be any restriction on Zoe’s permission to come and 

live with me? For example, will she be required to demonstrate that she is financially 

self-sufficient and if so, what would that mean?’  

 

 


